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Angel Harris received his Ph.D. in public policy and sociology from the University of Michigan
in 2005. He served as assistant professor at the University of Texas-Austin in 2006-07, and in
2007 he took his current position as assistant professor of sociology at Princeton University. His
research focuses on the social psychological determinants of the racial achievement gap, with
particular attention to conditions that contribute to African Americans’ lower academic
achievement and Asian Americans’ higher academic achievement relative to Whites. He has
published a series of empirical studies on “oppositional culture,” the notion that oppressed
minority groups turn away from schooling in part because they view schooling as emblematic of
the dominant culture, which they reject in an effort to maintain their own cultural integrity. In
general, his research casts doubt on the hypothesis that oppositional culture is a mechanism of
racial inequality in educational achievement. Professor Harris’s talk at WCER, which will take
place in the context of the Interdisciplinary Training Seminar in Education Sciences, will draw on
his research on oppositional culture.
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